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T1 KINGS xix. 27, 28. 


But I io by abode, 8 out, 
and ii Rominy in, una thy rage 
Za He, th rage ago 
me, and thy tumult is come up into 
nine eurs, therefore I will put 
hoo in thy noſe, and my bridle in 4 
lips, and I will turn thee back by the 
«way' by which thou camel. 


„ 


'T HER E are very few ſeaſons that we 
- l meet with in human life, which are 


( more adapted to fill the minds ef 
men with ſeriouſneſs, than ſuch oc 
caſions as theſe ; when under the awful ſenſe bf 
the divine diſpleaſure, and by all the obligations 
"of reaſon, of religion, and of civil authority, 
Whole hations aſſemble together about the foot- 
ſtool of almighty God, and unite in one com- 
mon act of humiliation there. The multiplied ; 
and aggravated tranſgreſſions of all orders of 
men among us, Which we have been this day 


confeſſing, undoubtedly require the exerciſe of 


the deepeſt cotton: and it is moſt heartfly to 
be wiſhed, that ſuch may be our mutual and 


teſolute endeavours, in the ſeveral ſtations in 


* 


A 3 which 


2 A Sermon on the public Faſt, 
- -which providence has placed us, to promote an 


univerſal reformation, as will give the beſt evi- 


dence of the truth and fincerity of our repent- 

ance. But I am perſuaded you are alſo not in- 

ſenſible, that the exerciſe of faith and truſt in 
| God, who has fo often bowed down his graci- 
_ ous ear to the addreſſes of this ſinful nation, 
and ſo wonderfully interpoſedafgr our delive- 
-rance, is a duty of very great tance, and 
in a peculiar manner incumbent on us at ſuch a 
time as this. And an attempt to ſtir us up to the 
«exerciſe of faith, may poſſibly be thought the 


More ſeaſonable on this occaſion, becauſe, as 


we were too inattentive to the public danger 
"when the preſent unnatural rebellion firſt broke 
out, fo, as it increaſed upon us, and the danger 
drew nearer, we have perhaps funk too much 
into the contrary extreme. I hope the e 
1 have choſen for your preſent conſideration, if 


tightly applied, may have a proper tendency to 


promote this good end. In attempting which, 
5 1 ſhall, | dk Þ ; ; 

ö I. Gir you ſome account of the rematk- 
able occaſion of theſe words, from the hi- 

ſtory contain'd in the context; 


II. Porr out ſome particular circumſtances 
that we ſhou'd eſpecially remark; and, 
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1 Firma which had been introduced, eſpecially 


Sardanapalus, ſucceeded in the ſettlement: of 


occaſion d by the preſent Rebellion. 3 


I. I wov'p give you ſome account of the re- 
markable occaſion of theſe words, from 
the hiſtory contained in the context. 


Tux author of this book, as well as the pro- 
phet 1/aiah, gives us a very worthy and ho- 
nourable character of Hezekiah, He had no 
doubt his miſtakes in private life, as well 
as in the adminiſtration of government, and 
divine record has not been entirely filent about 
them ; but it appears from his hiſtory, that he 
was a truly great and good prince: he made 
righteouſneſs, and juſtice, and the happineſs of 
his people the meaſures of his government, and 
the conduct of David, his renowned predeceſ- 
for, his great example: he religiouſly labour'd 
to root out the great idolatries from the land of 


the reign of Abax bis immediate predeceſſot, 
and ſteadily maintain'd the true religion, in 
oppoſition to all human inventions, as it had 
been delivered down from heaven by the hand 
of Moſes. As his heart was thus aright with 
God, and his government applied to anſwer the 
true ends for which government was defi 


fo God was with him, and proſpered him great- 


ly, giving him the hearts of his people, victory 
over his enemies, and great reputation among 


all his neighbours 2. 


Tiplath-pileſer having, after the death of 
his 


* 7 Kings xi 1—8. | 
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4 A Sermon on the public Faſt | 
his new erected empire in A/yria, labour'd, as 
the uſurpers of the rights and liberties of man. 
kind generally do; hy all ſorts of meaſures, tho 
ever ſo unjuſtiſiable, to extend his daminions : 
his ſucceſſes were over- ruled by divine provi- 
dence, to ſcourge the nations round him with 60 
great: ſeverity for their iniquities; and among 
the reſt, the people of Judab felt the weight 5 
of his oppreſſion; for Abas their king having 1 

_ them with vice, baſely ſubjected his own ho: 
Nour, and betrayed their liberties, by becoming * 

tributary to this aſpiring neighbour ; which not ö 

a little contributed to the advancement of his 


growing power. a 7 THe" - 
.  , Salmeneſer, who ſucceeded to the throne of 
 Afyria, was no ſooner ſettled in it, but he came 

up againſt Samaria, and after a ſiege of three 

= ſubdued it: and the ten tribes, of 1rae/ 
being given up by God into bis hands, were 
carried by him into a moſt. miſerable captivity, 
fem which they never returned to this day; 

hercauſe, as the facred hiſtorian informs us, h 
obeyed. not the voice of the Tord their God, but 
#ranſoreſſed bis covenant, and all that Moles his 
Fervant commanded, and would not bear them, 
ur do them b. Thus it fared: with Jyael: but 
-atthis very time the king of Judal having firſt 
| reformed his people from the national impieties 
EY which his father had introduced, bravely threw 

off the ſcandalous and ſervile yoke to which he 
ſubmitted, and reigned for many years in 


+ 


Peace and great proſperity, 


d 2 Kings xviii, 12. 


” + Seng- 
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occaſion d by the preſent Rebellion. $ 
Senacberib who ſucceeded Saimaneſer, moſt 
violently purſuing the ambitious views of his 


predeceſſors, threatned the ſpeedy deſtruction 


of all the remains of liberty that were left in 
the world; and having carried his victorious 
arms thro many provinces and kingdoms, he 


march'd againſt the land of Fudal, and re- 
duced Heze#rah to ſuch diſtreſs, that he was 


obliged to ſubmit to very diſhonourable terms. 
Neither could this ſatisfy the ambition of this 
proud and treacherous enemy, nor cou'd any 


treaty ſecure either his faith or his friendſhip. 
But looking on H̃eueliab as the prince who 


chiefly check d his ſpreading conqueſts, he re- 
ſolves to bend all his force againſt him, and 
ſoon myvades the kingdom of Fudab again. is 
Hezeliab, on this very threatning | occaſion, 


taking counſel uit bis princes and his mighty 


men, like a brave and vigilant commander, 
made all the proper military preparations that 
time, and the national circumſtances would ad- 
mit; and having arm'd, officer'd, and diſci- 
plin'd hie people, he call'd them together, and 
encourag d their valour and their loyalty, by a 
very religious and affectionate ſpeech. “ hr 
* frong and couragiou, ſays he, be not afraid 
or diſmayed forthe king e Aſſyria, nor for 


all the multitude that is with im; ſar there 


$6-be more with ut than with him. With bim 


% an arm g, fleſh, but with us 1s the Lon our 1 5 


God, to belp us, and to fight our battles e. 
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6 A Sermon on the public Faſt 


Ix the mean time Senacherib having laid 
ſiege to Lachiſb, ſends a mighty army, and at- 
tacks Feruſalem itſelf, under the command of 
his three generals, Rabſhateh, Tartan, and 
Rabſarts, who deliver d a moſt inſolent meſ- 
{age from their maſter to the king; in which 
he deſpis d his councils and his ſtrength for war, 
abuſed his allies, and; which was worſt of 
all, caſt contempt. on his confidence in God; 
blaſpheming his reformation of the people from 
idolatry, and his attachment to the true religion, 
and pleading at the ſame time, the divine com- 


mifſſion for this wicked undertaking of his'own. 


Rabſhakeb, who was the ſpeaker on this occa- 


Hon, likewiſe tempted the people to a treaſon- 


able de parture from their — datce to their 
rightful prince, and to a vile ſubjection to his 
maſter ; endeavouring to intimidate them with 
threats, and to ſooth them with promiſes of 
rendering fo baſe a vaſſalage as eaſy and happy 
as the "ſiberty they now enjoy'd 4. But they 
Were too well acquainted with the miſeries to 
which other nations were expos'd, who 
ſubmitted to the uſurpation of this haughty ty- 
rant, and too ſenfible of the bleſſings they en- 


joy d under the free and gentle government of 


Hesgetiab, to liſten to ſo baſe a propoſal. And 
tho they were ſtruck with a terror, on this oc- 
'eafion, which is natural to ſuch circumſtances; 
neither their fears, nor the flattering decla- 


ration of Rab/bakeb (who ſeems, by his readi- 
nels in the Hebrew anguage, to have been an 
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occaſſon d by the preſent Rebellion. 7 


apoſtate Jeu, or rather perhaps one of the cap- 
tive Mraelites ©) could prevail on any of them 
to depart from their allegiance : but 7he people 
held their peace, as the context informs us, and 
anſiver d him not a word. It ſeems they united 
ſtrictly together, in their loyalty to their prince, 
and the defence of their country; and were de- 
termin'd in this dangerous conjuncture, if the 
invader ſhould be too powerful for them, how- 
ever to fall bravely with the deſtruction of their 
liberties. 
- Goop Hezekiah, in this emergency, nei- 
ther ſinks under the weight of his diſtreſs, nor 
goes out vainly in a confidence of his own 
ftrength ; but humbly ſenſible of the national 
iniquities, which had expos d both himſelf and 
his people to ſo great a calamity, and exerciſing 
faith in the aid of heaven, he ſets them a religi- 
ous example; he rends his royal garments, covers 
himſelf with ſackcloth, and goes into the houſe 
of the Lord; and while he remains there hum - 
bling himſelf at the foot of God, he ſends 
ſome of his principal officers of ſtate, and the 
elders of the prieſts, in the ſame mournful dreſs, 
to Jaiab the prophet; repreſenting to him, 
that it was @ day of great national trouble, of 
Juſt rebuke indeed for their trangreſſions, but 
withal, a day wherein God himſelf was inſolently 
affronted and bla/phemed; he deſires the aſſiſt- 
ance of his prayers on this important occaſion, 
and expreſſes his humble hope, that as the Lord 
ERA B 2 had 
© © See Prideaux's Connect Part I. pag, 24. | 


8 A Sermon onthe public Faſt 
had heard how Rab/bhakeh hed defy d his power, 
and blaſphemed his name, ſo he would alſo 
hear the prayer of his prophet; and as he had 
ſeen the ravage that this lawleſs tyrant Senache- 
rib had made of the liberties and poſſeſſions of 
other nations, he would appear in his glory 
and his mercy, and fave the remnant that were 
ift. In which requeſt, you ſee, he makes no 
particular mention of himſelf, but, as the true 
father of his people, all uneaſineſs for his own 
perſonal ſafety ſeems to have been ſwallow'd up, 
in the greater concern he had for the deliyer- 
ance and welfare of his people. eat 
Wurx a prince, and the various orders. of 
men in a nation have been brought into ſuch a 
diſpoſition as this, it was never known that the 
great Governor of the world has been back ward 
to appear in their behalf: and the prophet was 
provided with an anſwer, as ſpeedy as the oc- 
caſion was emergent. . © Thus ſays he, ſhall 
*© ye ſay 40. your maſter, Thus faith the Lord, 
& Be not afraid of the words which thou haſt 
te heard, with which the ſervants of the king of 
*« Aſſyria baue blaſphemed me, xd, 1 will 
. end @ blaſt upon him, and he ſhall hear a ru- 
« mour, and ſhall return to his own land, and I 
ill cauſe bim to fall by the ford in his own 
& land*”. Thus, as he had advanced himſelf 
by uſurpation and tyranny; he was to fall by 
the molt, unnatural treaſon, and be ſlain by the 
hands of his own ons. 
41 e Tuo 


, 


* 2 Kings zit. 6, 7. 


occaſion d by the preſent Rebellion. g 
Tuo the judgments with which the Lord 
threaten'd Senacherib ſoon began to operate, 
yet as wicked men wax worſe and worſe, and 
their meaſure of fin mnſt be filled up, before 
the compleat vengeance of God is poured 


down upon them; ſo he rages in his diſap- 


pointment, threatens the ruin of Zudab, and 
inſults the great God ſtill more: he ſends a 
moſt inſolent letter to Hezekzab, in which he 
boaſts of his triumphs over the liberties of other 
great nations, and over the mighty kings he 
Fad ſubdued, and with moſt outragious and im- 
pudent blaſphemy deties the Majeſty of heaven, 
ſaying, Let not thy God, in whom thou trufteſt, 
decei ve thee 8, &c. Ig COR 

Hegeliab received the letter at the hands of the 
meſſengers, and read it with a patience and mo- 
deration worthy his great character; and inſtead 
of retorting the invectives it contained, and giv- 
ing ſuch. an anſwer to it as might have been 
expected, remembring that vengeance is the 
Lord's, and believing he had taken the execu- 
tion of it, on this occaſion, into his own hands, 
he goes himſelf up to the temple, and there 
ſpreads it before God; and in the moſt 

humble and lively application to his righteouſ- 
neſs and his-mercy, he repreſents the ſucceſs of 
the kings of Aſyria againſt other nations, the 
rage of Senacherib againſt him and his people, 
and the reproaches with which the captain of 
his hoſt had profaned his own tremendous 
name; he pleads the intereſt of Fudeh in 
— : +" 


© 2 Kings xix; 10. 
* 
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10 Sermon on the public Faſt 
God, and cries out in the moſt moving man- 
ner, Nou therefore, O LorD our Gop, I be- 


ſtech thee, ſave us out of his hand, that all the 
kingdoms of the earth may know that thou art the 


Loxp Gop, even thou only n. ä 
"*Svcn was the ſucceſs of this application to 
heaven, that immediately a meſſage came to 


- Hezekiah, thro the hands of Jſaiab the pro- 


phet, to acquaint him that God had heard his 

rayer; that the day was coming when Fudah 
mould laugh this haughty monarch 70 /corn; 
that after all the boaſts of his victories, it was 
owing to the divine"influence that he had met 
with ſuch ſucceſs; and that it was for the puniſh- 
ment of their fins, he had been permitted to lay 
kingdoms waſte, and fenced cities into ruinous 
heaps ; that it was the living and the only true 


God whom he blaſphemed, who had made uſe 


of him as the rod of his wrath, to puniſh ido- 


'  Iftrous and ſtubborn nations, and to chaſtiſe 


Tf aeb for their departure from him; that it was 


or this reaſon that the inhabitants of Samaria, 


und other great cities were of ſmall power, that 


Hh _ they 'were diſmayed and confoutided, and be- 


© came as the graf of the field, and as the green 
Herb, as the graſs on'the hovſe tops, and as corn 


' Blaſted before it be growibup i. But as ſor He- 


Setiab he had humbled: himſelf, and put his 


| truſt in the Lord; and the'nobles, and other 


orders of men in the kingdom of Judab, in 


_ obedience to the command of their prince, and 
in imitation of his royal example, had laid 


498 „ | a : © them- 
2 Kings xix. 194 "© Ibid. 25, 26. 
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occaſion d by the preſent Rebellion. 11 
themſelves in ſackcloth at the divine foot- ſtool, 
and placed their confidence in God; and there- 
fore this wicked attempt againſt their religion 
and liberties ſhou'd prove abortive, and the hoſt 
of Senatherib, with Rabſhakeh his meſſenger, 


þ ſhould! be obliged to retreat with ſhame and 
diſappointment, as in the words of my text, 
and thoſe that follow I #now thy abode, and 


thy going out, and thy coming in, and thy rage 
5 eb 1 rage apainſt ne, and 
thy tumult is come up into mine ears, therefore I 
«will put my hook in thy noſe; and my bridle in thy 
ops; and I will. turn thee back by the way by 
which thou cameſt. The king of Aſſyria ſhall not 
come into this city, nor ſhoot an arrow there, nor 
come before it with ſhield, nor caſt a bank againſt 
it.. fer I will defend this city to fave it, for 
mine oum ſake, and for tbe ſake of my ſervant 
David. A prophecy that was immediately ac- 
compliſhed; for an angel of God having in a 
moſt ſudden and awful manner deftroyed! the 
2 part of the Aſſyrian army, Senuadberib 
fled out of Juda with great ſhame and preci- 
pitation into his own country, and fell there 
into contempt among his own ſubjects; ſeveral 
of his provinces revolted to the Medes; which, 
with. this on miſerable and moſt unnatural 
death, was ſoon followed by the ruin of the 
empie . b 
1 Haying thus given you a ſhort view of this 
very remarkable and inſtructive. piece of ſacred 
eee, a 7) GH 
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1. To. point dut to you ſome particulars 
in it, which, I think, we ſhould on this 


Bol 45 2 occaſion N en As, 


525 Tu ur -ciancoſtancs: which threatned 
Nr Hezebiab, and the nation of the Fews 
WN * extreme danger, on this oceaton, 
2. Tu __ alſo which exjioſed their-arie- 
reſentment of hea- 
ven, and gave the king of Fudab and 
ais people yn" ef e ty ee 
at . 05 Kamen & 
* ha) * 8 
. 3: Tur e itſelf, together with 
tze manner in which the pr Pe — 
Futte es. this D 0 
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Eis, I wou! obſerve, thas third were ſe⸗ 
ial manner, 


threatenid Hezekrab and the nation of the You, 
at this time, with extreme danger. And, 


_ Tus are ſuch as ariſe from the e 


tion of the enemy, his views, and the methods 
he took: to put his purpoſes in execution. As 


+he ewidently aimed at univerſal empire, ſo he 


had made many ſucceſsful conqueſts, had 
greatly enlarged his territories, and already re- 
duced very great and powerful provinces, to a 
ſlaviſh ſubjection to his arbitrary government: 
the neighbouring kingdom of Samaria was ſub- 


Wed 2 his arms, and he had carried the mou 
ple 


7» 


| becafion'd by the prong Rebellion. 13 

le of -1/rael into vit ſition his 
— — met 3 He- 
Se kia, had fired him with revenge; the ar 70 
which he had ſent under the command of Ra 
ſhakeh, was very formidable; and the addreſs 
of their commander, on the occaſion, ſnews that 
the court of Afyria was abundantly practiſed 


in all the arts of ſubtile and wicked policy, 


Theſe conſiderations might juſtly give the 
Jews a wang 1 N 0 their ſuccels, And 
then, 


2 Ty is to be couiderd, chat tho' the peo» 

ple of Fudah were in ſome things greatly re» 

d, and had Joined with their king in a 

general proteſt againſt the idols of the heathens; 
— their national iniquities were very great, as 

be collected from the threatning warnings 


of the prophet” 7@inb at this time. Atheiſm, 


impiety, and immoralities of various kinds 
abounded among them; great luxury, and in- 
—— fraud and N b falſhood and 
pocriſy ; they had added fin to fn, they. had 


2 7728 the wird eee lh beg 


bis law. They had /aid to the feers,. be not 
and to the prophets, propheſy not unto - igt 


things, ſpeak _ us ſmooth things ; propheſy: 
certs.; get you 


of the way, turn aſide out 
the path, ub thek 7 duct 5f Iſrael e ceaſe from 


before us. And thoſe who made a ſtricter pro- 
feſſion among them, had too generally ſatisfied 
themſelves with the forms ion, drato- 
ing near to the Lord with their mouths, and bo- 


 mouring lim with their hips, while* thetr hearts 


„ 3 
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| were removed) far from him. And to theſe com- 


innocent; but many of thoſe, whoſe 


\ 


| . Strength” to bringer 
wunder, Sn 


5 at lll, ch, r. * 21: King * 4 


plaints the prophet adds, that in the, midſt of 
the full 838 of their liberties, a mur- 
muring diſpofition had prevail d amongſt them. 
As it was thus with the people, fo it was with 
their rulers3' many of them had = reatly trand- 
greſs'd, mat; ors imminent dangers catned the 
pans; ; they in Aberdeen in luxury and 
entiouſneſs of manners, and there were many 
inſtances of appreſſion to be found, among 
them. They had diſcover d a great contempt 
of divine providence, and had withdrawn their 
confidence in a great meaſure from God, and 
placed it on their den wiſdom and ſtrength, and 
in the alliances they had formd with their 
2 7 deep. to hide their counſels 
fag the ord;\ their works were! in the. dank, 
and they ſaid, 10% ſeeth ud and who knowerh 
#82 neither were their rigſis or their prop. 


0 to refrove in ebe gate, were fallen into a 
N. theyfpirit of ma fee Ms ont 
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8 e of this powerful and daring ener 
e rr {eized with an univerſal ter- 
a Haetiab himſelf expreſſes it, be 
1 to the birth, but there was not 
th1.: And indeed, it is n 
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occafren'd by the prejent Rebellion. 1 5 
as a net the riches of the people—He came ta 
Ajah, he paſſed on to Migron : af Michmaſh he 


laid up bis carriages. They went over the paſſage 3 


they took up their lodging at Geba; Ramah was 
afraid, and Gibeah of Saul fed—He came to take 
the. fporl and the prey, to tread down the people 
like the mire in the | flreets He ſhook bis hand 
againſt the mount of the daughter of Sion, againſt 


the hill of Jeruſalem m. Such was the great 


danger that Hegeliab and his people were in at 
this time. But then, 7 3 | 
- SECONDLY,” There were ſome circumſtances 
alſo in the caſe, which evidently expos d theſe 
invaders to the divine reſentment, and gave 
2 no ſmall encouragement to hope ſor 

erance. And, | | 


I. Gop himſelf took particular notice of 


theſe enemies of his people; their character, 
their diſpoſitions, and their purpoſes. I note, 
ſays the Lord, rhins abode, &c. He knew from 
whence they came, and where they dwelt. 
However, the courtiers and idol-prieſts of 4/- 


Ha, might flatter their vain monarch, the 


Lord knew that he ſprung from a race of ty- 
rants; and that he inherited the ambition, and 
the deftrudtive views of his anceſtors that he 
was the oppreſſor of his own people, and the 
great pillar of idolatry; that he fat in the at 
of the Jeornjul, and that he infolently deſpiſed 5h15 
power, by whom kings reign, and princes decree 


juſtice; He was well acquainted with all his 


arbitrary purpoſes and counſels, and with the 
N 1 S abject 


m Iſai. x. 
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abject readineſs of the poor ſlaves his ſubjects to 
execute them. He knew the malice of hisand 
their hearts againſt his people ; and that there- 


fore they hated them, becauſe they were the 


| objects of his favour, r 
Tur Lord himſelf, by whom all actions are 
weighed, had taken ſtrict notice of the paſt and 
reſent conduct of Senacherib, his going out and 
is coming in; he had obſerved what unrigh- 
teous uſe his predeceſſors had made of their 
power, and what outrage he had ſpread in the 


earth; what nations had been enſlaved by the 


treachery of his councils, what ravages had been 
committed, and what torrents of blood had 
been ſhed by the lawleſs fury of his arms. Tho' 


his purpoſes had been ſecret to men, and had 


been covered with the moſt ſpecious but falſe 
pretences ; yet God had fearched the depth of 
all his former ſchemes, and none of the fraud, 
violence, and impiety which had attended the 
execution of them had been hidden from him. 
- Nox was he leſs acquainted with the pride, 

 Injuſtice, and cruelty of the preſent deſign : a 
.  defign big with great miſchief indeed ! a deſign 
violently to invade the juſt rights of the beſt 
prince in the world, and to ſtir up a moſt un- 
natural rebellion among his ſubjects, that he 
might the more effectually ſubdue both prince 
and people to himſelf, and reduce Judah to be- 


come a province of Aria] a deſign to plun- 


der the nation of their wealth, to take their 

young men lo grind, and their children to car 

xv00a.; to raviſh the women in Sion, and the 
; 133 maids 
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occaſion d by the preſent Rebellion. 17 
maids in the cities of Judah; 0 bind their princes 
with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron ; 
and, in a word, to turn that land into a defart, 
which had been long and very juſtly eſteemed, 
the glory of the whole earth, and the faireſt 
habitation of liberty, learning, and religion ! 


The Lord knew that he had exalted his voice, 


that he had lifted up his eyes on high, in the 
pride of his heart, ſaying, With the multitude of 
my chariots 1 am come up to the height of the 
mountains, to the fides of Lebanon; and I will 
cut down the tall cedars thereof, and the choice 


firs thereof, and I will enter into the lodgings of 


his borders, and into the foreſt of his Carmel.— 
1 will dry up rivers —and lay waſte fenced cities 

into ruinous heaps " = | 7 
Burr, what render'd the caſe ſtill more threat- 


ning on their ſide Was, that the Lord faw the 


chief deſign of theſe enemies of his people, was 
level d againſt himſelf, his prerogative, his ho- 
nour and his goodneſs; againſt the true reli- 
gion he had planted in the land of Fudab, a- 
gainſt the reformation which had lately taken 


place there, and becauſe of the ſpecial marks 


of favour he had beſtowed upon this happy na- 
tion. Ino thy rage againſt me, that thou haſt: 
lift up thy voice and thine eyes on high, even againſt 
the boly one of Iſrael. So tender is the regard 
which God always has for his people, that what 
is done againſt them, he takes as done againſt 
himſelf, But in this caſe, it was not only ſo, 
but the bold invader of that nation, which al- 

* 2 Kings xix. 23—25. | 


1 
| 
| 
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mighty God had: choſen! for his own inheri- 


tance, was not afraid to declate war openly a- 


gainſt heaven, and to defy the authority and 
power of the divine Majeſty in the moſt explicit 
and direct manner. Such it ſeems was the pride 
of this haughty and ambitious prince; that as 
he cou d bear with no competition on earth, 
ſo he cou d not be willing that ſupreme govern- 
ment ſhou d remain with the God of heaven. 
Ap then, God obſerved their umult, the 
outragious manner of the attempt. He not 
only beheld the infolence and defiance with 
which he himſelf had been already treated by 

the 4ſyrians, on this occaſion, as well as Heze- 
kiah and his people; but he evidently forefaw 
all the inhuman conſequences which would at- 
tend their ſucceſs; with what tumultuous fury 
they would lay waſte that holy city, which he 
had conſecrated to his own glory; with what 
various impieties they would profane his fa- 
cred temple, and pollute his altars, and his 
ſanctuary; he forefaw.. the brutal indignities 


rince whom he had anointed, together with 
is: family, and all the nobles of Jadab; and 
that the facred character of his prophets and his 
prieſts, would not protect them from the fame 
1 e: in one word, the plunders, rapes, and 
murders, with eyery other barbarous attendant 
of ſuch a tumultuaus conqueſt, as this rude and 
heathen hoſt deſign'd, were all in the divine 
view. And the notice God was pleaſed to take 


wings geratope to 7xdes. dyn den. 


r 


with which they would treat that excellent . 


UE by the preſent Rebellion. 19 
Ix is further to be confider'd, that the 
* imminent danger of religion, liberty, 
= honour, and of eyery thing that could 
be dear, both to pringe; and people, bad. a- 
waken'd in them a ſenſe of their iniquities, 
and of their ungrateful treatment of their divine 
Benefactor; had humbled, them before God, 
had engaged them to {et a proper eſtimate 
on thoſe important privileges which were ſo 
gteatly threatned, and had brought them into 
4 temper of mind, W hich, 1 in lame good mMear 
ſure, prepared them for mercy and deliyerance, 
While Senacberib ſwelld with pride, and der 
ſpis d Ng itſelf, and the apoſtate 400 that 
he ſent on this occaſion, threatned and abuſed 
a: good k ing, and a brave nation, and blaſ- 
phemed the Lord their God, Hegeliab, you 
ſee inſtead of e railing for railings or or 
reſting his confidence on any power of his own, 
or — preparations he had made for defencę; 
makes his humble application to heaven. for 


5 relief; and engages, the interceſſion of the pro- 


phet aiab to the fame purpoſe. He knew the 


national ſinis were great, and that their enemies 
were. powerful and reſolute; but he knew alſo 
that the prayers of a hren, da WES kuf. 


valent with God. 1s nich be, ſays he, l 
** God wil] hear the urs of Rabi 4 oh wie 
5 * the king of Alſyria hi: al 6: bas * ſa rer 

proach the living God, aud ruill_reprove the 
* 3 whichy the Lord thy, God. hatl heard; 
te wherefore. liſt up thy prayer for. the remnant 
« that are left. Perhaps he wall think that BYE 
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bove all, 


*« ruin and ſlaughter, which this wicked and 
* ambitious prince hath ſpread around him, is 
«. ſafficient, and that it is now time to ſtop him 
© in his career; and that he will fave the few 
that remain, and call the common ſpoiler to 
* an account.” And afterwards, when the in- 


ſolence of this enemy was repeated by the moſt. 


daring and impious letter that ever was wrote, 
the good king, as you have heard, at the head 
of a weeping nation, ſpread it with his own 
hands before the Lord; and in a moſt humble 
and moving manner, repreſented their mournful 


circumſtances, their intereſt ſtill in God, not- 
withſtanding their unworthineſs, and the rage 
and blaſphemy of their enemies; and moſt fer- 


vently implored the interpoſition of heaven in 
— To this it muſt be added, 
3. THAT the people, on this occaſion, not- 
withſtanding all the threatnings of the enemy 
on the one hand, and all his invitations and 


faſt and united in their loyalty to their king, 
and their faithfulneſs to their country. But a- 
4. Turn was hope for Judah, becauſe 
their enemies were the enemies of God. They 
had ſinned greatly, but cou'd yet plead the 


glory of God's own name, the excellency of 
that true religion, which the ¶Mrians came to 
extirpate, and thoſe facred liberties they came 
to deſtroy ; they could plead what he had done 
for their anceſtors, and the promiſes he had 
made to David; and, under the deepeſt my 
. of 


ing promiſes on the other, continued ſted- 
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of all their iniquities, they could plead that 
there was a remnant yet left, that truly feared 
his name, and loved bis law, and had an at- 
fectionate concern for thoſe precious liberties 
with which he had bleſſed their country. And 
thus there was yet hope that the zea/ of the Lord 


of hoſts would appear for them. I proceed, 


TIRDLVY, To take ſome notice of the ac- 
count we have of the event, relating to the de- 
liverance which was promiſed them on the one 
hand, and the puniſhment which was threatned 
to theſe their outragious enemies on the other; 
both of which were ſoon very gloriouſly ac- 


_ compliſhed. K: 


Ay one cannot review the meſſages ſent to 


' Hezekiah by the prophet, together with the 


accompliſhment of his predictions, without ob- 
ſerving the ſpeed of the deliverance; the very 
peculiar and aſtoniſhing appearance of the hand 
of God in it, and the manner in which the cir- 
cumſtances of the puniſhment of theſe MHri- 
ans, were ſuited to the nature of this impious 
and daring attempt. 

 Hezekiah was directed to calm his fears, and 
not be diſcouraged; for he was aſſured providence 
had taken care to divert the arms of his enemy, 
that were imployed in the invaſion of Fudah, 
and to humble his pride; that his own land 
ſhould be invaded, and thoſe of his troops that 
eſcaped the immediate vengeance of God, he 
ſhould be obliged to employ in defence of it; 
that as he delighted in blood, as he had enſlaved 


nations, and murdered thouſands, for no better 


D pre- 


\ 
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2 than to advance his own grandeur, as 
defied the powers on earth, and the God of 
heaven, he ould himſelf fall by the ſword ; 
and that not honourably in the field of battle, but 
in the very act of worſhip to his idol- god; and 
ſince his depredations on the liberties of man- 
kind had been ſpread far and 7 and he had 
tempted Judab to rebel againſt ince, 
— the pers father of his Ad gg himſelf 
ſhould fall by the rebellion and parricide of his 
own ſons. 
Ap the manner of his retreat, is likewiſe 
. very remarkably repreſented in the words of 
my text: the Lord declares, that he would put 
| bis book in the noſe of bis enemy, and his bridle in 
bis lips,” and that he would turn him back by the 
way by which he came. As if he had faid, . As 
I know his cruel and brutal deſign, and that 
_ © he is come like a wild boar out of the foreſt, 
t with a tumultous herd of tobbers and mur- 
<«« derers to accompliſh it; I will put my book 
in his noſe, and check his rage in a manner 
« ſuitable to its nature. He has ſent Rabſha- 
© eb, his march has been ſpeedy, and he is 
* come even to the gates of Jeruſalem; but 
«I will ſtop his haſte with my bridle, I will 
2 ur it into his inſolent ps, and and ſilence his 
< pride and his blaſphemy ; and I will utterly 
deſtroy this wicked deſign againſt my people, 
«and relieve their fears, by turning both him 
F and his maſter back; and with great con- 
| © tempt dr for it ſhall be by the way by 
4 omar they came.” * God took the affair 


1 into 
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into his own hand, and fulfilled his word: 
having performed his whole work, as the prophet 
ſpeaks, upon mount Sion, and on Jeruſalem, he 
puniſhed the fruit of the flout heart of the king 
of Aſſyria, and the glory of his high looks o. For 
the greateſt part of this mighty hoſt fell by the 
ſword of a deſtroying angel in one night; the 
reſt returned in the deſpicable manner deſcribed 
by the prophet ; this proud monarch was ſlain 
in the temple of Niſoch his God, by his own 
ſons; and it was not very long, before the Aſy- 
rian monarchy itſelf was diffolved by the Medes 
and Babybnians. It remains, | 


III. Tur I endeavour to ſhew you what 
application, I think, we may make of 
theſe things to our preſent national condi- 
tion, and the important occaſion that has 
engaged us in the folemn work of this 
20 TO OO.” 5s TOM 


* FirsT, If Judab was expoſed to imminent 
danger at this time, from the pride, the power, 
and the rage of Aria; what have not we had 
reaſon to fear from the neighbouring monar- 
chies of France and Spain? For however, both 
their pride and their power have met with ſome 
rebukes, by the bleffing of God on the arms 
of our King and his allies ; yet, for the puniſh- 
ment of our ſins, they have not been without 
very confiderable ſucceſſes in the preſent war; 
and though the ' ſtrength of France be not 
7 2 D 2 equal 
® Ifai, x. 12. 
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equal to that of Aria, yet the ambitious 
views of that court have, for many years, evi- 
dently aimed at the ſame thing ; to ſubject all 
the world to the tyranny of their princes, The 
utter diſregard they have ſhewn to all treaties 
and engagements, inſomuch that their fazth 
is become a proverb throughout all Europe, 
and the manner in which - they have uſually 
treated other powers, ſhew, that in the practice 
both of inſolence and flattery, and all, the arts 
of deception, their miniſters of ſtate, though 
generally of the. eccleſiaſtical ' order, have not 
been outdone by Rab/hakeh himſelf. Senacherib 
ruin'd nations, and ſacrificed multitudes to his 
idol-gods, and his own pride; but has not his 
infamy, in theſe reſpects, been abundantly ſur- 
paſſed by the bloody perſecutions of Louis xiv, 
and the wide devaſtations which were ſpread by 
his arms; while he thought it a ſufficient reaſon 
to give the world for the ravages he made on 
the liberties of mankind, and the rivers of 
human blood which he ſhed—that it was 
for his glory? Heaven has called him to his 
account, and his ſucceſſor has neither been a- 
fraid nor aſhamed, to purſue his ſchemes, and 
to tread in his ſteps. ei 8 
Bu again, the revengeful diſpoſition of this 
court may, I think, be well compared to that 
of Afſyria. With what rage have they not been 
ficed at the bravery and firmneſs of our King, 
and at the checks their ambition has met with 
from his ſword, and that of his illuſtrious Son; as 
well as by the damage their commerce has 2 
„ ſuſtain 
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ſuſtain'd at ſea, and the reduction of the im- 
portant ſettlement of Cape-Breton; and till 
more ſo, by his Majeſty's wiſe and ſucceſsful 
influence in the late election of an emperor, by 
which, that balance of power is {till preſerved, 
which it is to be hoped will prevent Europe 
from falling into their hands? Thus enraged, 
I fay, hey ſeem to have determined to leave 
nothingWpattempted, in order to our utter de- 
ſtructi ncouraged by the progreſs of their 
arms s; and the efficacious influence 
l opiate, with which they have 
d careſt neighbours, and moſt 
natural "allies-alleep ; and filled with hopes 
from their capacity and experience, in ſowing 
the ſeeds of ſedition, and raifing a ſpirit of diſ- 
affection among ourſelves; at a ſeaſon of the 

ear when their armies were at leiſure, when 
in poſſeſſion of the coaſts neareſt to us, and the 
ports moſt convenient for an embarkation ; 
while our troops were abroad, and our whole 
country, untortified ; what ſucceſs, under theſe 
circumſtances, did they not promiſe themſelves 
in the preſent deſign ? | 
Axp tho' the attempt of Rab/hateh, to rea- 
ſon. the Fetus outgf their liberties, and to per- 
ſuade them to ge the wiſe and happy go- 
vernment they were under, and willingly ſub- 
;ject themſelves go the baſe yoke of his maſter, 
was attended with an inſolence, hardly ever 
heard of before in the world; yet it ſeems to be 
pretty cloſdy imitated, and, in ſome reſpects, 
exceeded by the modeſt propoſals of the 1 

5 * 0 


Happy nations, to root out the true 


Mee in their room. 
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of France and Rome, both in the declarations 
of the father, and the manfeflos of the fon. 
Thus, tho the power of the Afyrians was in- 
deed much greater, yet I think in their rage, 


their ſubtilty, and their preſumption, they hard- 
exceeded our enemies: and the grand deſign 


of both appears to be the ſame; to n 


good princes, to deſtroy the evil ies of 


the living God, and to — unn 


Bur there is one circumſtane 
important one, which has rend eur eaſe, asT 
apprehend, much more dangerous%han that of 


the Jeus. For the Afyriaz invaſion was at a 


time, when, notwithſtanding the many fins of 


Judas complained of by the prophets, reforma- 
tion had in ſome p. meaſure prevailed among 


them. And I wiſh I cou'd continue the parallel. 


But alas! in the enjoyment of far greater advan- 
tages of light and 3 than the Fews 


. could ever boaſt of, has not atheiſm and a general 
eontempt of divine providenee prevailed in this 
nation? what labour d attempts have been made 
to deftroy the evidence of eine revelation ? 
and how has it been abuſedf 
tze pens, as well as the® 
men? under privileges 


the 2 * of 


obligations, — 
Galen, 


finitely ſuperior to theirs, hare not all or- 
ders of men corrupted their ay among us? 


hew is the whole land polluted with blaſ- 
Kran and prophanefs, with drunkenneſs and 


eſs? what fraud and oppreſſion, what 
falſhood 
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falſhood and perjury, what unpuniſh'd enor- 


mities every where prevail? what iniquities, 
which would have made heathens bluſh, are 
openly practis d in this great metropolis? and 
what an utter contempt of piety and practical 
religion is almoſt every where to be found? 
how is the dignity of our ancient and noble 


families ſtained by the luxury and effeminacy 


of their poſterity? Many of the great pillars 
of our liberties, were, in times paſt, men fear- 
ing Gad, and not aſhamed of the goſpel of 


Cbriſt; but how is their glory tarniſhed? and 


how are many of their eſtates waſted by the riot 
of their ſucceſſors, and thoſe that practiſe on 
their luſts, and cheat them in their baſe and 


unmanly diverſions? what encouragement 


is given to- every new-invented contrivance to 
excite and encourage the vicious temper of the 
nation? and how do the low vulgar copy aftet 
the great? hs 

Nox is this dreadful charge to be brought 
only againſt ſuch who have utterly forſaken 
God; but alas! thoſe who make profeſſion to 
have ſeparated . themſelves from the wicked 
have, I fear, almoſt filled up the cup of our na- 
tional guilt. The dangerous errors which a» 
bound among them, and deeply affect the glory 
of divine grace, the honour of the great Savi- 
our of the church, and the Spirit of God; ſuch 
as ſtrike at the only proviſion that is made for 
the ſalvation of men, in the atonement of Chi 
and his righteouſneſs, and the work of his Spirit 
in the ſoul; and the abuſe of all this grace, by 


many 
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many who turn it into wantonneſs, are dread- 
ful evidences of our defection. So, that while 
ſome of our teachers are perpetually laying 
foundations, and erecting no buildings upon 
them; others are continually building without 
taking any care of the baſis : while ſome ſet 
up practical religion in oppoſition to the do- 
ctrines of it, and deſpiſe moſt of its principles 
as idle ſpeculations; others are ſweating about 

ints of mere controverſy, and warm perſua- 
fions of the mind, to the great neglect of the 
genuine fruits of faith, and the beſt evidence of 


it, in the growing purity of our hearts and lives. 


In a word, how does pride and envy, covetouſ- 
neſs and formality prevail? how are ordinances 
deſpiſed and neglected? how is religious con- 
verſation changed for faſhionable, vain, and, I 


fear, vicious entertainments? how is family re- 


ligion laid afide? and how are the duties of re- 
tirement, ſo neceſſary to improvement in piety 
and holineſs, by ſome almoſt entirely neg- 
lected? and by others how carelefsly performed? 
How is our glory faded ! how 7s the gold become 


dim! bow is the” moſt fine gold changed] Surely 
we have out-done Judah in theſe things: and 


do we imagine the Lord does not ſee, or that 
he is not jealous for his oa glory? and ſhould 
we not conclude from hence, that he is whetting 
his glittering ſivord againſt fo provoking a peo- 
ple, and that bis hand is about to fake hold of 
Judgment 7 = | 8 
WriLE the enemy was at a diſtance, the 
FJeus ſeem to have been very eaſy, and to have 
n reſted 


1 % 
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reſted fatisfied in their own ſtrength and cou- 
rage, and the aſſiſtance of their allies; but when 


the Aſſyrian army approached Yeruſulem, the 
univerſal conſternation is hardly to be deſcribed. 


And thus, as on the one hand, with reſpect to | 


vain * confidence, and contempt of diſtant dans. 
ger, 1 fear we have not come behind them; fo 
on the other, I am perſuaded, that the general 
apprehenſion which ran thro' this nation, when 
it drew near, will not ſoon be forgotten. God 
grant it may be ſo remember d, as to put ns, by 
an univerſal reformation, on an habitual readi- 
neſs to meet any future attack of this kind, 
more becoming the characters of n and. 
of Engliſbmen ! But, | 

*SeconNDLY; As it was in the caſe of the enemies 
of God's people of old, ſo there are ſome circum- 
ſtances in the character and conduct of ours, 
which have alſo come under the divine obſer- 
vation, and may afford us no ſmall encenkage, 
ment on this occaſion. And, ; 
I. Gop knows their abode, and that the kings 

of France and Spazn have long poſſeſſed the 
throne of tyranny, and have ſcorned the di- 
vine power; an that the popes of Rome have 
fat in the ſeat "of God, and have exalted: them- 
ſelves above all that is called God. The Lord 
knows, and obſerves all the hidden craft of the 
Fefinits, and the other emiſſaries of that execra- 
dle church: tho they make lies their refuge, and 
Lide themſelves under falſhood ; tho they cove- 
nant-with hell itſelf, .and ſeek deep to but their 
ni 2 the Lard; tho' therr works are in 
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1 Sermon on the bull , 
* nd. „ eth us? 
: their pw da _—_— Ihe 


omniſcient eye of God. He has obſerved what 
les of religion and government theſe pre- 


fenders have imbibed from them. He has had 


perfect knowledge of all their intrigues abroad, 
and the plots. that have been carried on in their 
favour in-theſe kindoms, however they may be 
hidden from men. He #nows their going out and 
coming in; has treaſured up the remembrance of 


all the invaſions: which have been made on true 


religion, and the rights of mankind, by France 


and Spain; the wickedneſs and falſhood af their 
councils in former times; and he is perfectly 
ed with all the preſent deſign. When 
we were indeed too much at eaſe; and too little 
apptehenſive of our danger, the ſecret at- 
tempt made by a few, with all the daring en- 
3 which has followed, was carefully ob- 
ſerved b the watchfül eye of God. It is ur 


k _—_ t * knew cher: going out ane N 


and ſome 


85 8 Gop As the cryclty and rage of ur 
enemies. He ſees that their preſent deſign is 
moſt unjuſt and barbargus. I is not only to 
touch our liberties, to bring us under tribute, 
degree of oppreſſion; but this at- 
like that of the Hrian hoſt, was de- 
figned uttecly to:deſtroy'and lay waſte our pro- 
to turn this /ruitfubland into a wil ler- 
nt, And to overwhelm all that has render d us 
the envy of the nations round about us, in one 
common ruin; to exchange our happy enjoy- 
: ment 


; he 


* 
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ment of wealth and freedom, for that poverty 
and ſlavery which is the certain concomitant of 
French power; and the pure religion of the 
ſcriptures, for that which is more contrary to 
all reaſon and revelation, than the vileſt i inden. 
tions of the heathen nations. 

An what plea can be uſed on the par tio 
our enemies for ſuch an © IF as this?- bey 
tell us indeed, that our kings have a divine al 
'abſolute right over us; thats it is hereditary, and 
indefeaſible; and however they uſe their autho- 
rity, it is not to be controuled or diſputed. 
Which is in effect to ſay, that this royal prero- 
Lanny entitles them to the fame power over this 

reat nation, as every gentleman in it has over 

is horſes and his dogs; that the people were 
Wade for the prince, and not the prince ap- 
N for them; that our kings have an una- 
ble right to our eſtates and our labours, to 
ur Wives and our children, to our lives and our 
conſciences; that tho" they break thro all the 
laws of teaſon, religion, and their country, 
tho they arbmrarily ſeize upon our ſubſtance, 
and abuſe out wives and daughters, tho they 
ſudject our perſons to the uileſt drudgery of 
flaves, and ho? they diſpoſe of our lives at their 
| pleaſure, and gf what is ſtill dearer, of our 
conſciences too; yet they are accountable for 
all this to none but the great God, or to his 
| "he And they tell us, that this 
ment e ok who is ſent over to make 
. . demand upon us; comes attended 
with Al theſ&unalienable powers. 
bee ler wo bog ee Bur 


82 
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Bor, not to irffift on this doubtful: birth, 
which indeed, is almoſt demonſtrated to be 
ſuppoſititious, by the care that was taken by 
his pretended to prevent the preſence 


of ſuch evidence, as on that occaſion, of all 


others that had ever happen'd of the like kind, 
was become neceſſary; I ſay, not to inſiſt on 
tis, bleſſed be God, with the light of the go- 
eq ſpel, we have received ſuch notions of thoſe 
| liberties, which were bought at fo dear a rate 
by our forefathers, that we are not eaſily to be 
entangled again with fuch à yobe of bondage as 
this. The dictates of reaſon and revelation 
. © "ſpeak of no ſuch ndefzafible right in any man; 
and the hiſtories of all nations ſhew, that theſe 
Principles have been every where, more or leſs, 
- obliged to give way to the common rights of 

mankind. Government is founded on contract: 
and as thoſe ſubj jects, who break thro the fun- 
damental laws of it, ſuffer juſtly as traitors (o 

their prince, and cannot convey to their poſte- 
rity what they have forfeited themſelves; ſo if 
kings break thro the fundamental engagements 
they enter d into by their coronation oaths, they 
righteouſly forfeit their dignity and their power; 
and their poſterity, in ſuch caſes, will always 
ſurely be gad of ſome better title to ſucceſſion, 

by wg this | nded unalienable inheritance. 
Ax what tribute do we owe to this Sed 
« family, of which this perſon pretends: to be 
2 deſcended ; that we ſhould be 
willing to make a facrifice of ourſelves and 
our poſterity, our liberties and our * to 
(New 


6 
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their deſcendants, merely, becauſe of the near- 
neſs of their blood? Did not the firſt of them, 


by a moſt weak and iniquitous abuſe of the 
power to which he was raiſed, lay a founda- 


tion for all that miſery and bloodſhed, that 


followed on the tyrannical improvements in 
government, which attended the ſecond ? And 
what national bleſſings were imported from 
France with the reſtoration of the third, but 
atheiſm, luxury, and lewdneſs ? a waſte of pub- 

lic faith, and public treaſure ? a ſervile ſubjection 

to French power, and French money? an encou- 
ragement to every ſort of wickedneſs, and to 
pupery the worſt of all? a perſecution of the 
beſt principles, and beſt men among us? And 

if we come down to the pretended father of 
him, who has now ſent us a ſummong to ſub- 

mit our necks to the yoke he has 2 © for us; 
was not his ſhort reign made up of one conti- 
nu'd open violation of the oath he took when he 
aſcended the throne? of a ſeries of attempts to 
diſpenſe with our laws, and to engroſs our pro- 
. perties? to eſtabliſh popery, and deprive us at 
once, of all the traces of liberty that were left? 

And thus as papiſts have not been aſhamed, to 
lay it down as a public maxim, thatthey are obli- 
ged to keep o faith with bereticks ; ſo theſe prin- 

ces have ſucceſſively ſhewn, that they apprehend- 
ed they were under no obligation to keep any 
with ſachjects. And can there be any merit in this? 

Can a pretended near alliance to ſuch princes 
. as theſe, give a man any juſt title to a com- 
' pliment of thoſe liberties, which the divine 
15 0 provi- 
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providence, at the glorious revolution, under 
e conduct of our great deliverer V illiam II. 


5 miraculouſſy reſcued out of their hands? 


IT has been often'made appear, that a pa- 
piſt is more incapable of governing this nation, 
than an ideot or à lunatick: and, bleſſed be God, 
an experience now of neat chreeſobre years of 
ſwert liberty, ever ſince the abdication of this 
law efs tyrant, and under a ſettlement of go- 
rnb obtained ah ſo wonderful an inter- 


* 


1 5 of Wim the conſent of | clergy and | 


laity, and of all ranks of men among us; a gd- 
verment confirmed by the moſt ſolemn -oaths 
and appeals to heaven, defended by the blood 
'of thouſands of our brave countrymen ; owned 
and guiranty'd by the greateſt powers on earth; 
and bleſſed with ſuch an increaſe of riches, 
and ſuch a continuation of civil and religious 
liberty at home, and ſuch. ſucceſs abroad as this 
nation never enjoy d ore ; I ſay, ſuch an ex- 
perimental conviction as this,” will never ſuffer 
us to go back a again to Egyp/, without ſuch a 
Fraggle, as is worthy, in ſome meaſure, the de- 
ſeendants of our braye anceſtors. But again, | 
3. Tu E rage of our enemies againſt 
Piinſelf, is is, we hope, come” up into his ears. 
his is Our happineſs, tho 1 it be their greateſt 
conan, that ie chief ſp pring 'of their 


God. Tbeſe al 


e 


Finces, not content with Wet rationdl e | 
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murders of which they have 
rely reach d the ears of the Almighty. Our 
PS 


ment they might enjoy over their own ſubjects, 
and which, would be moſt happy to themſelyes, 


do, in reality, by their exerciſe of deſpotic ſway, 
uſurp his . 3 and itil, not ſatisfied with 


this violation of the natural rights of their own 
ſubjects, they are continually labouring encroach- 
ments on their neighbours ; and would ſeize 
on the freedom of other nations, which God 
bas taken under his peculiar care. He ſees the 
envy they have to the 758 privileges which 
og bo beſtow'd on theſe iſlands; to a royal fa- 
mily which he has cntruſted with the guardian- 
ſhip of theſe privileges, and which by a wonder- 
ful courſe of providences he has eſtabliſhed in 
the throne of theſe kingdoms; their rage againſt 
the. Yee hom. de delights to honour, and 4- 

inſt thoſe people among us who moſt truly 
Hy and moſt of all, he beholds their 
malice againſt that pute religion, which by a ſe- 
ries of miracles, he has 2 and preſerved in 


this happy land. He ſees that their rage is in-, 
deed againſt himſelf and his revelation ; againſt 


= 


4. Ir is matter of encouragement to us, that 


we have reaſon to hope that heir tumult is come 
up into, his ears. God has been witneſs to the 
tumultuous violence, and the many barbarities 
which the brutiſh rabple, that have lifted. them- 


ſelxes under this | Popiſb and abjured invater , 
have W wherever they have come. 
he. ſpoils, 


the. robbercy, tenden ai 
een guilty, I 


gracious 


* 


36 *' A Sermon on the public Faß 1 
: gracious King, like good Hezeiah of old, as 
the father of his people, the defender of their 
faith, and of their liberties, has ſpread their caſe, 
and his own before the great Governor of the 
world; and called upon his princes, and his 
nobles, and all his people, to bow at the foot- 
ſtool of the God of heaven, to humble them- 

i _ ſelves for their fins, and to implore his pro- 
tection and aſſiſtance. We are unworthy in- 
deed of the divine regard, who have ſo much 
caſt off that ſenſe of true religion, which was | 
ſo eminently ſeen in our forefathers, But tho' 'F 
our iniquities are riſen to ſuch a height, as 
that we ſhould be obliged to own the righteouſ- 
neſs of the ſentence, if we were to be given up 

into the hands of thoſe; whoſe tender mercies 
are cruelties; yet, thro infinite goodneſs, there 
ſeem to be ſome appearances among us of re- 
turning to God: and he, who enters into the 
ſecret; chamber of every one that pours out his 
heart in prayer, cannot fail to obſerve a weep- 

ing nation, when they lift up their hands to his 
merciful throne at one time. And therefore, | 
. TairDLy, Wx are not utterly to diſcourage || 

Ourſelves, but to hope that our gracious God will 
et deliver us; and that thoſe ſons of violence 
Who have thus unrighteouſly attack d us, will 
meet with the rebuke, that ſo wicked and in- 
folentan attempt deſerves _ fg 
Arx all the labours of our enemies to ſow 
She ſeeds of jealouſy and diſaffection towards the 
beſt of kings, and the moſt juſt and gentleadmi- 
niſtration in the world, and to foment 2 
nor. T4 & 8 
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occafion'd by the preſent Rebellion. 37 
gravate diviſions among ourſelves ; is it poſſible 
for any one to behold the ſpirit of loyalty and 
ynanimity, which has, on this threatning occa- 
ſion, appeared throughout the whole nation, 
without acknowledging it muſt be of God ? 
The glorious reſolutions of both houſes of par- 
liament, the addreſſes and affociations of great 
bodies of men, from every county, city, and bo- 
rough in the kingdom; the zeal of the digni- 
fied, as well as lower clergy of the eſtabliſhment, 
and of miniſters and people of all other prote- 
ſtant denominations; the readineſs with which 


many of the nobility and gentry have raiſed 


troops in our national defence, and led them 
out againſt. the enemy; the generous alacrity 
with which men of fortune have ſupported 
public credit, and voluntarily contributed to the 
extraordinary expence of this important occa- 


ſion; and the readineſs which the riſing gene- 


ration diſcover t appear in arms to defend the 
liberties of their! country, are good omens in 
Soy has begun to concern himſelf for the 


ſake of his own name and glory eſtabliſhed a- 


mong us, and he will remember us for David's 


fake, and for tbe ſale of the remnant that are 


left in Sion. Surely then, if a general refor- 
mation doth but attend our prayers, we may 
comfort ourſelves with Judah, that the zeal 
of the Lord of hoſts wwill do this, God has al- 
ready put his hook in the noſe of the leader of 
this rebellion, and bis ſavage followers : he has 
put his bridle into their Ws: their * 
8 an 
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and mam fotos have been ſpread before the 
God of heaven; and, by the order of parlia- 
ment, treated, amidſt the acclamations of this 
it metropolis, with the contempt that the 
aſon contain d in them deſerves. Few have 
had either inclination, or temerity enough to 
join them, in their inroad upon this Salden 
part of che kingdom. They have been left to 
commit ſuch exceſſes, eſpecially in their return 
as have given the nation a proper wuatning — 
what they muſt expect, if they were to ſucceed. 
Sone of their officers and their ſtores of war 
have fallen into our bands by fea; and when 
this northern rabble, under their 5 2 and 
Fopifh commanders, were fayi wonld 
purſue, and over RGB: and e the fit of a 
free and happy nation, on the approach of the 
brave Duke of Cuttberkind, with a few of thoſe 
tigops Which humbled Frame in the fields of 
Dettingen, and put their minstch in no ſma 
fear Oe they have? heen bat 
with ſhame and preci tation, be Way 3 
which-they came. Neon 25 23 4 
0 Sera; let us contings to lie at the 
foot 65. God, and mänifeſt that our national 
repentance i is fincere, by an univerſal reforma-. 
tion." The cirtumſtarices we are under, are 
Fet very threatning: che mortalit among our 
battle, is an additional token of the divine diſ- 
pleaſute; and ſhews us how ſoot? God can re- 
move from us the great ſupports of life, * 
take away our milk and our ffrung meat, or 
convey a peſtilential diſeaſe from our cattle, 1 
1 : our 


occafion d by the preſent Rebellion. 39 
our own perſons. Let us be humble under the 
mighty hand of God; and while we are gird- 
ing on our arms, and learning military ſkill, in 
order to. defend. ourſelves againſt inſurrections at 

e, and inyaſions from abroad, let us attend 
ſtrictly to.. the, chriſtian diſcipline, and put on 
the whole armour. of God; let us labour con- 
une and with the greateſt zeal and vigi- 
ance, to ſuppreſs and mortify our own corrup- 
tions, and refiſt all invaſions made by the ene- 
mies of our ſouls on our ſpiritual concerns. 


And, in the ſtrength of the Lord, let us ſet up 
our banners againſt the enemies of the peace 


of theſe kingdoms. Our cauſe is good; it is 
the cauſe of God, of righteouſneſs, and truth, 
and liberty. Many of our anceſtors have bravely 
fought, and bravely. bled in this quarrel. Long 
experience has taught us, that popery and true 
liberty are incompatible ; and when our reli- 
gious and civil freedom is gone, what is there 
left, for a Chriftzan or an Engliſhman? 

WxraArT can you expect, my vrethren, and 


fellow ſubjects, from an invader bred u ip in; the 


policy of France, and the religion of Rome? 
ed with revenge, for what he is taught by 
the /ather of lies, and the mother of harlats, to 
be the unjuſt expulſion of his pretended 'fa- - 
ther? ſworn to ſubject you to the pope 2. and 
bound by every tye that can hold a popiſh bi- 


got, to reduce you to the yoke of France ? Shall 


the pure knowledge and worſhip of God, hap- 

pily. planted, and ſpread thro” this bleſſed land, 

ire Ny to the abſurdity, idolatry, ignorance, 
2 and 
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40 A Sermon on the public Faſt 
and blaſphemies of popery ? Will you exchange 

our bibles for latin miſſals, and the legends of 
5 monks ? Will you ſuffer the temples of 
the Lord to become once more the habitations 
of curſed idols, of profane altars, and of anti- 


_ chriſtian prieſts? Can we read over the records 


of popiſh cruelty, which are plentifully to be 
found in the hiſtories of all the nations, where 
any reformation from their blind and impious 
doctrines has been attempted ; can we reflect on 
the millions of poor Indians who were murder'd 
in America, under the blaſphemous pretext of 
ſaving their ſouls; on the torrents of blood 
which were ſhed in the maſſacres of France and 
of Ireland; on the fires kindled in this land by 
the cruel and unnatural fathers of that accurſed 
church, in which they burnt alive ſome of the 
holieſt, humbleſt, beſt of men, that ever lived 
in-this, or any other nation ; on the rage of po- 
pith princes and popiſh prieſts, that the innocent 


blood of no age nor no ſex, no not that of ten- 


der infants at the breaſt, and in the womb, 
could ever fatisfy ; on the inquiſition, with its 
racks and gibbets, its dungeons and its fires; a 


contrivance of theirs, a contrivance the moſt 


artfully and wickedly levelled againſt all truth 
and juſtice, and the liberties of mankind, that 
the powers of darkneſs ever propoſed, or ever 


executed; can we, I fay, recollect theſe things, 


and is it poſſible for us to refuſe any aſſiſtance 
we can give, to prevent ſuch an inundation of 


moſt execrable miſchiefs on ourſelves, our coun 


try; and our poſterity? n 
1 EE. LET 
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LzT none of us be enfnared by the fair pro- 
miſes of papiſts, whoſe religion not only allows 
of lying and equivocation, but obliges its vo- 
taries to it, when the ſervice of the bloody 
oſtitute their mother requires it: a church, 


one of whoſe fundamental maxims is, to Break 


all faith with hereticks; and a maxim that has 
not only been practis d by foreign princes, but 
in the moſt flagrant manner by the two laſt 
profeſs d papiſts, who, for the ſins of this nation 
for a ſeaſon poſſeſs d the throne of it. 

Our laws are of our own making, and they 
have a free courſe. We haye a Prince on the 
throne, given us by the apparent hand of hea- 
ven, the greateſt and the beſt Prince in the 
world ; who has, during the whole courſe of 
his reign, made the laws and our welfare the 
rules of his government ; who has always been 
ready to hazard his precious life for our preſer- 
vation ; and who can have no enemy in. the 
world, but from his attachment to the prote- 
ſtant cauſe, and his ſucceſsful interpoſition in 
the defence of the liberties of Europe; who ne- 
ver willingly injured one of his ſubjects; and 
the greateſt blemiſh of whoſe government has 
been, the mercy he has extended to ſome of 
thoſe wretches, who are now ſeeking his crown 
and his life. eee, wa; e IR 
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family to the defence of his dear people. May 


his people in grateful return, conſtantly and 
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Aly part With their treaſure, and, if called to 
it, (eit blood in ſupport of his throne; and 
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for their own fakes, for the ſake of religion, 
ecdom, and their dear poſterity, maſt readily 
unſheath their ſwords, in the berg of hea- 
ven, and never put them up till cheſe unnatural 
rebels at home are ſuppreſs 1 55 theſe invaders 
from abroad are thorough] 
the folly and wickedneſs of their attempt; an 
till, with the help of God, the ambitious Frexct 
fomenter of this miſchief is brought. within — 
bounds. May ſuch Aer attend our prayers 
and our ſwords s ſhall they. to rhe. x 
World, that the Lonp himſelf is our. Gop, and 
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his Majeſty's perſon and family, and governy 


ment, which ſo happily ſubſiſts among us, fore 
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ty of this, and neighbouring nations, let us 


bids me ſo much as to mention former folli 83 


yet you will I am ſure allow ic to be n un 
| ſonable caution, that we carefully watch again 

any relapſe into a ſpirit of murmuring again 
God, or a good government; or the giving any 
equnpenance to thoſe, who may-attempr again 
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to raiſe a ſpirit of diſaffection among us, in or- 


der to give our enemies ſome future hopes of 
ſucceſs, Let us uſe our utmoſt endeavours tg 
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*  occafion'd by the preſent Rebellion. 43 
promote the public peace, and labour to inſpire 
all that are under our influence, with true zeal 
for the proteſtant religion, and ſteady loyalty 
to our dear and glorious King; and, by ſuch a 
conduct, do all within our power to relieve thoſe 
cares that attend his crown, that the bleflings 
ſo wonderfully preſerved to us, may be happily 
age bo down to our Nel A — 8 
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